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Characteristics of State Funding for Public Transportation—FY 2010  

 

  

Characteristics of State Funding for Public Transportation 
 
The following report provides a summary of state transit funding for the 50 states and the District  
of Columbia (DC). Information includes funding sources, amounts, programs, eligible uses and 
allocation, and per capita state transit funding. The report was prepared by East Mesa Research 
& Consulting, LLC which is owned by June Jones, a survey statistician (retired) with the U.S. 
DOT, Bureau of Transportation Statistics.  
 
AASHTO would like to thank the state DOT officials who responded to the survey. 
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April 2016

Dear Reader,

	 The AASHTO Standing Committee on Public Transportation is pleased to release the 34th compilation of the 
Survey of State Funding for Public Transportation. The survey results reflect FY 2014 data. This annual report pro-
vides a snapshot of state-by-state investment in public transportation. A comparison of state and Federal funding 
for public transportation, an overview of state transit programs, revenue sources, and eligible uses for state transit 
funding as well as the numerous tables and charts enable the reader to understand how different funding and tax 
mechanisms are used in each state to support transit operations and capital projects.

	 AASHTO supports continued investment in public transportation with a goal of doubling transit ridership to 
20 billion trips by 2035. Our goals also include: improving public transportation capacity to meet mobility needs; 
coordinating housing, land use, and transportation policy to support transit-friendly development; and using public 
transportation as a tool to accommodate increasing travel demand. Public transportation is essential to moving 
people in both urban and rural areas and is a critical part of the nation’s multimodal transportation system. Public 
transportation also provides basic mobility options for elderly individuals, individuals with disabilities, and low-
income individuals. Public transportation continues to play a significant role in state and national efforts to mitigate 
traffic congestion, conserve fuel, enhance the efficiency of highway transportation, address air quality issues, and 
support security and emergency preparedness activities. As our nation’s population is expected to top 400 million 
by 2050 and the population of seniors is expected to slightly more than double by this time, our member depart-
ments of transportation must continue to provide public transportation as a mobility option.

	 Historical funding patterns demonstrate the important role that state departments of transportation fulfill in 
public transportation finance and administration and the results you see in the Survey of State Funding for Publi-
Transportation reflects this ongoing commitment. State DOTs spent approximately $17.2 billion on transit in FY 
2014, which is an increase over the past five years when states spent $13.6 billion in FY 2010. It’s important that 
these investments continue in order to grow our public transportation system.

	 The Survey of State Funding for Public Transportation is viewed by the public transportation industry, nation-
al associations, Federal, and state governments as one of the most comprehensive resources on state involvement 
in public transportation. On behalf of the Standing Committee on Public Transportation, we would like to thank the 
AASHTO member departments for completing the survey.

	 We hope you find this report a useful reference as you continue to support public transportation in your state.

Sincerely,

Bud Wright
Executive Director
AASHTO

Charles Zelle
Chair,  AASHTO Standing  
Committee on Public Transportation
Minnesota Deaparment of Transportation 
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1.0 Highlights of State Transit 
Funding—FY 2014 

 
This report, the 34th compilation of information on state funding for public transportation, was 
prepared under the auspices of the American Association of State Highway and Transportation 
Officials (AASHTO). 
 
 State Funding of Public Transit 
 
Table 1-1 (on the next page) shows that state funding for public transit for the last five years has 
steadily increased from $13.6 billion in FY 2010 to $17.2 billion in FY 2014. 
 
Twenty states increased their public transit funding by a total of $3.0 billion over FY 2013 levels 
(see Table 1-2) including Illinois up $2.2 billion (included capital funding for the whole state this 
year, not just downstate funding), New York up $320 million, Massachusetts up $158 million, 
and Minnesota up $110 million.  Seven DOTs account for 99 percent of all funding increases:  
Illinois, New York, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Pennsylvania, District of Columbia, and Florida.  
Nineteen states showed a decline in funding and 12 showed no change in funding levels, 
including five states that do not fund public transit.
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