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1 AS/NZS 1462.26:2003

(Incorporating Amendment No. 1)

. Reconfirmed 2017
Australian/New Zealand Standard™

Methods of test for plastics pipes and fittings

Method 26: Determination of weathering
resistance of plastics pipes for external storage

PREFACE

This Standard incorporates Amendment No. 1 (July 2003). The changes required by the
Amendment are indicated in the text by a marginal bar and amendment number against the
clause, note, table, figure or part thereof affected.

1 SCOPE
This Standard sets out a method for determining the weathering resistance, including
resistance to ultraviolet radiation of plastics pipes and fittings.

2 APPLICATION

The method provides a controlled and reproducible natural weathering test. The intent of
the weathering test is to provide assurance of resistance to weathering encountered during
storage and transport of pipes. The test does not provide similar assurance for installations
exposed to the elements long term.

3 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS

The following documents are referred to in this Standard:

AS

1145 Determination of tensile properties of plastics materials
2193 Calibration and classification of force measuring systems
AS/NZS

1462 Methods of test for plastics pipes and fittings

1462.6 Part 6: Method for hydrostatic pressure testing of pipes

4 APPARATUS
The following apparatus is required:

(a)  Suitable tensile testing machine—capable of applying a smooth uniform test force
without interruption and capable of measuring the test force to +2%. The accuracy of
the testing machine shall be verified in accordance with AS 2193. The machine shall
be fitted with suitable grips, be free to move without undue friction, have a shape that
shall ensure proper alignment of the test specimen, and which shall apply uniform
pressure on the gripping surfaces, yet eliminate slip or damage to the test specimen
during testing.

The machine shall be set so that the separation rate of the driven grips is
50 £2 mm/min.
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