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Keeping Standards up-to-date

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued.
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which
may have been published since the Standard was purchased.

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by
visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.saiglobal.com.au or Standards New
Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in
the on-line catalogue.

For more frequent listings or notification of revisions, amendments and
withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand offer a number of
update options. For information about these services, users should contact their
respective national Standards organization.

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either
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This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 5761.
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FOREWORD

The objective of this Standard is to ensure, in both Australia and New Zealand, the safety of
subsequent users of second-hand electrical equipment intended for connection to the electrical
supply mains, by providing to the seller, a regime for general safety inspection and testing. This
will include not only electrical hazards but also other hazards such as non-working mechanical
guards and cut-out devices.

This edition has undergone a substantial revision extending its scope so that the new owner
receives an electrical item which has undergone an inspection and testing process encompassing
safety aspects other than just electric shock concerns.

OUTCOME STATEMENT

AS/NZS 5761 will, by providing a regime for general safety inspection and testing, assist sellers of
second-hand electrical equipment to provide equipment which is safe to use. The Standard covers
both electrical aspects of equipment and mechanical aspects such as guards and cut-out devices.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA/STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND

Australian/New Zealand Standard

In-service safety inspection and testing —
Second-hand electrical equipment
prior to sale

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL

1.1 SCOPE

This Standard specifies procedures which shall be applied to household and similar electrical equipment,
as detailed in Appendix A, prior to it being offered for sale. This equipment is intended for use in both
domestic and workplace environments.

The procedures include not only the safety inspection and testing of low voltage single phase and
polyphase second-hand equipment but also confirmation that safety measures such as mechanical
guards are fitted and working correctly.

1.2 EXCEPTIONS

1.21
This Standard shall not apply where an item has been treated in accordance with the provisions
of AS/NZS 4701.

1.2.2
This Standard does not apply to equipment whose nature is that of a medical device as defined in
AS/NZS 3551.

1.3 INTERPRETATION

1.31

The terms 'normative' and 'informative' have been used in this Standard to define the application of the
appendix to which they apply. A 'normative’ appendix is an integral part of a Standard while an
'informative' appendix is provided for information and guidance, and may indicate good practice. Non-
compliance with an informative appendix shall not be seen as non-compliance with the Standard.

1.3.2
For the purposes of this Standard, the word 'shall’ refers to requirements that are essential for compliance
with this Standard, while the word 'should' refers to practices that are advised or recommended.

1.3.3
Words in bold in the text are defined in Clause 1.5 or in AS/NZS 3760.
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