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Foreword

(This foreword is not part of the American National Standard A14.8-2020)

This standard on Ladder Accessories is one of the many American National Standards prepared under the ANSI
Accredited Standards Committee on Safety in Construction, Care, and Use of Ladders. A14 Subcommittees that report
to the A14 Standards committee have developed the following A14 Standards: A14.1 Portable Wood Ladders; A14.2
Portable Metal Ladders; A14.3 Fixed Ladders; Al4.4 Job-made Ladders; A14.5 Portable Reinforced Plastic Ladders;
Al4.7 Mobile Ladder Stands; A14.9 Disappearing Attic Stairways; and A14.11 Stepstools.

This standard on Ladder Accessories was prepared under the supervision of the American National Standards A14
Accredited Standards on Safety in Construction, Care, and Use of Portable Ladders.

The A14.8 Ladder Accessories sub-committee was first formed in 1990 to develop a standard that includes the most
commonly used and manufactured ladder accessories. The standard was written as a guide to both manufacturers and end
users alike to guide them in the proper care, use and selection of these accessories.

This first edition of the American National Standard draws from the work that was done in the existing standards. The
standard prescribes both general design requirements and specific design verification test requirements for each type of
accessory. The primary intent behind the design verification testing is twofold. One, to test for the strength and integrity
of the accessory itself, and the other to ensure the installed accessory does not have a detrimental effect on the intended
performance of the ladder it is installed to. In addition, labeling, marking and instruction requirements are covered in this
standard.

In this current revision the Step through rail extension accessory has been added to the standard. This change included
specifications, testing, and marking requirements specific to this ladder accessory.

Suggestions for improvement for the standard are welcome. They may be sent to American Ladder Institute, 330 N.
Wabash Ave., Suite 2000, Chicago, IL 60611. All comments must be sent on the Official Comment Form that can be
found on the last page of this document. Each comment must include a rationale.

This standard was proposed and approved for submittal to ANSI by the American National Standards Committee on
Safety in the Construction, Care, and Use of Portable Ladders. Committee approval of the standard does not necessarily
imply that all the committee members voted for its approval.

At the time it approved this standard, the A14 had the following members:
Ryan Crawford, Chairman

Brett Latimer, Vice Chair

Pam O'Brien, Secretariat
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Organization Represented Name of Representative
American Insurance Association.. ... George Earhart

AMENICAN LAAUET INSTITULE. .....ueeieceecie ettt bbb et esne e Ryan Moss
American Society of Safety Professionals...........ccoviiiiiiniin s Michael Lorenzo

Tim Fisher (Alt)
Associated General Contractors 0f AMEIICAN.........v e e Kevin Cannon
Canadian Standards ASSOCIALION.............cviriiiriiiii e e Dave Shanahan
Cosco Home and OffiCe PrOQUCLS..........covvirerrniirenecnie e s Eric Kruse

Larry Voris (Alt)
COEEIMAN COMPANY......titititeiteeetet ettt ettt eh bt s et eh et es st s erenn Don Gibson

Pete Catlos
Ellis Fall Safety Solutions, LLC DiV. Of DSC.......ccccrriririiieiie ettt s Nigel Ellis

Matt Small (Alt)
Georgia Department of TranSPOrTAtioN............couoiiieirieee et et Sharon Weers Morales
Grainger INAUSEHIAl SUPPIY......cueviiiiiiece s e John Foston
Idaho National Laboratory — Battelle Energy AHANCE..........cooveiiiircieiirre et Kathryn Jensen
International Brotherhood of Electrical WOIKENS...........cooiervrinniece e e David Mullen

Dan Gardner (Alt)
International Union of Painters and Allied Trades..........cccooviiiiiiinnie s Ken Seal

Dan Penske (Alt)
International Union of Bricklayers & Allied CraftWorkers..........c.cooocueieeeirnninsnieersnsenese s Jerry Scarano

David Wysocki (Alt)
International Window Cleaning ASSOCIALION. ..........cciireiiiiieiiiiss sttt e Stefan Bright
Little Giant Ladder SYSIEM.........cviiiiiiiiiiie sttt Wes Clark
LOUISVITIE LAAAEL, INC...vviviiiecieeiee ettt ettt sa e ss e bbb s ere st et et s ebe s e e enas Mike Van Bree
Michigan Ladder Company................. .Thomas Harrison

National Association of Home Builders.. Jerry Passman

Robert Matuga (Alt)
INTOSH. ...t bRt Peter Simeonov

Hongwei Hsiao (Alt)
PEKIN INSUFANCE. ...t s Ron Sheldon

Dan Krause (Alt)
PrECISION LAUUETS. ..ot e Don McKinney

Matt Moore (Alt)
RISK RELENIION SEIVICES. ...c.iuiiiiiiiiitcitieiet ittt ettt Paul Junius
Scaffold & Access INdustry ASSOCIALION INC........ciiiiiiiiiieiieiee e e Alan Kline

DeAnna Martin (Alt)
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SWitalski ENGINEEIING, INC....vviiiiiicii ettt bbb bbb bbbt William Switalski
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The sub-committee A14.8 on Ladder Accessories which developed this standard, consists of the following members:
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American National Standard A14.8-2020

American National Standard Safety
RequirementsforLadder Accessories

1. Scope and Purpose

1.1Scope

This standard is for accessories used on individual ladders only and prescribes rules for governing the safe design,
construction, and testing of accessories used in conjunction with a portable wood, metal or reinforced plastic ladder. This
standard is limited to those accessories specifically defined.

Devices which may or may not be an integral part of the ladder, and without which the portable ladder cannot function in
its intended manner such as hinges and hinge brackets, rung or step braces, locks and lock brackets, spreaders and top caps
are not included in this standard. Replacement parts of essentially the same design and construction as the component
being replaced are not included in this standard unless they are a component of the accessory itself.

It is intended that all ladders employing accessories covered by this standard comply with the requirements of the most current
applicable American National Standard Safety Requirements For Portable Wood, Metal or Reinforced Plastic, ANSI
Al4.1, Al4.2, and A14.5 respectively.

1.2Purpose

The purpose of this standard is to provide reasonable safety for life, limb and property. This standard may serve as a basis
for purchasing requirements, instruction and training of personnel and preparation of brochures, manuals, etc., regarding
safe ladder and ladder accessory use, care and maintenance.

This standard is intended to provide guidelines for the safe design and construction of ladder accessories covered by this
standard. It is also intended to provide the manufacturer of ladders and ladder accessories with a set of design,
performance and construction requirements to which this product may be compared. It is not the purpose of this standard
to specify all the construction details or materials to be used for portable ladder accessories, but rather to provide general
requirements and testing methods.

2. General

2.1 Rationale

The intent of this American National Standard for Ladder Accessories is to cover the widely accepted ladder accessories.
The workloads listed in this standard are all derived from the existing Al4 Standards.

2.2 Application

This standard is intended for voluntary use by establishments that use, distribute, or manufacture ladder accessories. It is
also designed to serve as a guide to federal and state authorities or other regulatory bodies in the formulation of laws or
regulations.

The proper regulatory or administrative authority shall determine the methods employed to ensure compliance with
this standard.

2.3 Interpretation

To secure uniform application of this standard, it is recommended that suggestions involving changes in the requirements
or disputes over their interpretation be referred to the following organization:

AMERICAN LADDER INSTITUTE
330 NORTH WABASH AVENUE SUITE 2000
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

In view of the many different kinds of ladder accessories and the many different conditions under which they are used,
this standard should be liberally construed considering the scope and purpose. In cases of practical difficulty or under
special-service conditions, it is expected that the administrative authority will grant exceptions to the literal requirements
of this standard or will permit the use of alternate designs or features, but only if equivalent safety is thereby secured.
Contents o 1 P
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