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Abstract 
Information on the acoustical noise emitted by machinery, equipment, and products is needed by 
consumers, manufacturers, building and land-use planners, governmental authorities, and others 
concerned about noise in order to make informed purchasing decisions. To meet this need, this Standard 
gives requirements and guidelines for how to properly and uniformly provide product noise level 
information to the public. This standard specifies the noise emission values to be declared for a batch of 
machines, equipment, or products and the requirements for their presentation; the method for determining 
the mean A-weighted sound power level; the method for optionally determining the total standard 
deviation; the method for optionally determining the mean A-weighted emission sound pressure level; and 
the method for verifying the noise emission values that are declared by manufacturers and other product 
suppliers. This standard is applicable to commercially available products that emit noise, including 
consumer products and household appliances, information technology products, industrial equipment, 
outdoor equipment and construction machinery, and other products.
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Foreword 

[This Foreword is for information only, and is not a part of the American National ANSI/ASA S12.61-2020 American 
National Standard Declaration and Verification of Noise Emission Values of Machinery, Equipment and Products. As 
such, this Foreword may contain material that has not been subjected to public review or a consensus process. In 
addition, it does not contain requirements necessary for conformance to the standard.] 

This standard comprises a part of a group of definitions, standards, and specifications for use in acoustics.  
It was developed and approved by Accredited Standards Committee S12 Noise, under its approved 
operating procedures. Those procedures have been accredited by the American National Standards 
Institute (ANSI). The Scope of Accredited Standards Committee S12 is as follows:  

Standards, specifications, and terminology in the field of acoustical noise pertaining to methods of measurement, 
evaluation, and control, including biological safety, tolerance, and comfort, and physical acoustics as related to 
environmental and occupational noise. 

This standard is derived from, and is generally consistent with, ANSI/ASA S12.3-1985 (R2016), American 
National Standard Statistical methods for determining and verifying stated noise emission values of 
machinery and equipment. This standard represents a simplified and practical version of ANSI/ASA S12.3. 
The latter is generally equivalent to ISO 7574:1985 Acoustics–Statistical methods for determining and 
verifying stated noise emission values of machinery and equipment, in four Parts. A simplified and practical 
version of ISO 7574 also exists in ISO 4871-1996 Acoustics–Declaration and verification of noise emission 
values of machinery and equipment, and there are several similarities between the latter and this standard. 
It should be noted that at the time this Standard was submitted to Accredited Standards Committee S12, 
Noise for approval, ANSI/ASA S12.3, ISO 7574 (all Parts), and ISO 4871 were very outdated, and it is 
anticipated that newer versions will be available in the near future and that the four parts of ISO 7574 will 
be combined into a single part. 

This standard includes one Annex. Annex A, “Examples of noise emission declarations,” is informative and 
is not considered part of this standard. 

At the time this Standard was submitted to Accredited Standards Committee S12, Noise, for approval, the 
membership was as follows: 

Stephen J. Lind, Chair 
Douglas F. Winker, Vice-Chair 

Nancy A. Blair-DeLeon, Secretary 

3M Personal Safety Division ................................................................................................ Cameron Fackler 

Acoustical Society of America ........................................................................................... Robert D. Hellweg 
 ............................................................................................................................................ David Lubman (Alt.) 

Air-Conditioning, Heating and Refrigeration Institute ......................................................... Stephen J. Lind 
 .................................................................................................................................... Ladan Bulookbashi (Alt.) 

American Academy of Audiology ............................................................................................. Todd Ricketts 
 ............................................................................................................................................. Jason Galster (Alt.) 

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association ............................................................... Laura A. Wilber 
 ............................................................................................................................................... Neil DiSarno (Alt.) 

Boeing Commercial Airplanes, Noise, Vibration and Emissions ....................................................... K. Lai 
 ........................................................................................................................................... M. Kosanchick (Alt.) 
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Caterpillar, Inc. ........................................................................................................................ Clinton Metzger 
 ......................................................................................................................................... Charles Crowell (Alt.) 

Council for Accreditation in Occupational Hearing Conservation ....................................... Charles Moritz 
 ..................................................................................................................................... Chandran Achutan (Alt.) 

Cummins, Inc. ........................................................................................................................ Shashikant More 

Custom Protect Ear, Inc. .......................................................................................................... Alexei Bobyrev 

Department of Defense – Hearing Center of Excellence .................................................. Douglas Brungart 
 .......................................................................................................................................... Robert Williams (Alt.) 

Emerson Electric – Copeland Corporation ................................................................................. Ali T. Herfat 
 ............................................................................................................................................... Miles Strand (Alt.) 

ESI Group ............................................................................................................................. Chadwyck Musser 
 ........................................................................................................................................... Bryce Gardner (Alt.) 

ETS – Lindgren Acoustic Systems .................................................................................... Douglas F. Winker 
 ............................................................................................................................................. Michael Black (Alt.) 

E20onMobil .................................................................................................................................. Brad Moulton 
 .................................................................................................................................................... Noel Hart (Alt.) 

G.R.A.S. Sound & Vibration ........................................................................................................ Robert O’Neil 

GE Aviation ........................................................................................................................... Rudramuni Majjigi 
 ............................................................................................................................................ Robert Babbitt (Alt.) 

General Motors ..................................................................................................................... Douglas B. Moore 

Gentex Corporation ...................................................................................................................... Brian Fowler 
 ........................................................................................................................................... Jacob Chaloux (Alt.) 

Honeywell Safety Products .................................................................................................... Theresa Schulz 
 ............................................................................................................................................. Robert Ghent (Alt.) 

Information Technology Industry Council ....................................................................... Willem M. Beltman 
 ..................................................................................................................................... Joshua Rosenberg (Alt.) 

Institute of Noise Control Engineering ................................................................................... Beth A. Cooper 
 ............................................................................................................................... Robert O. Rasmussen (Alt.) 

International Safety Equipment Association ............................................................................... Jeff Birkner 
 ........................................................................................................................................ Cristine Z. Fargo (Alt.) 

International WELL Building Institute .................................................................................. Ethan Bourdeau 
 .......................................................................................................................................... Nathan Stodola (Alt.) 
John Deere .......................................................................................................................................... Sam Suh 

Josephson Engineering, Inc. ........................................................................................... David L. Josephson 

National Council of Acoustical Consultants ..................................................................... Bennett M. Brooks 

National Hearing Conservation Association .............................................................................. Laurie Wells 

National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health ..................................................... William J. Murphy 
 ..................................................................................................................................... Edward Zechmann (Alt.) 
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National Institute of Standards and Technology –  
National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation Program .............................................................. Kari Harper 
 
National Park Service ............................................................................................................ Megan McKenna  
 ............................................................................................................................................... Kurt Fristrup (Alt.) 
 
Nexteer Automotive ..................................................................................................................... Robert Taub 
 
Noise Control Engineering, Inc. ................................................................................................ Allan Beaudry 
 ............................................................................................................................................ Jesse Spence (Alt.) 
 
Noise Pollution Clearinghouse ................................................................................................. Les Blomberg 
 
Owens Corning ....................................................................................................................... Kevin Herreman 
 
Power Tool Institute, Inc. ................................................................................................... William D. Spencer 
 ............................................................................................................................................... Mark Hickok (Alt.) 
 
U.S. Air Force .................................................................................................................... Richard L. McKinley 
 ......................................................................................................................................... Hilary Gallagher (Alt.) 
 
U.S. Army Aeromedical Research Laboratory ................................................................... William A. Ahroon 
 
U.S. Army Construction Engineering Research Laboratory .............................................. Michael J. White 
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U.S. Army Public Health Command .................................................................................... Catherine Stewart 
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U.S. Army Research Laboratory, Human Research and Engineering Directorate .. Angelique A. Scharine 
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U.S. Department of Transportation .......................................................................................... Jason Broehm 
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standards@acousticalsociety.org. 
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 Introduction 

Information on the acoustical noise emitted by machinery, equipment, and products is needed by 
consumers, manufacturers, building and land-use planners, governmental authorities, and others 
concerned about noise in order to make informed purchasing decisions. Such information is useful for 
comparing the noise emitted by similar products from different manufacturers or suppliers, for assessing 
stated product noise levels against noise limits or noise specifications, for planning and managing 
workplaces in terms of employee noise exposure or living spaces and other soundscapes in terms of quality 
of life, as well as for monitoring noise reduction progress over time.  It is anticipated that the availability of 
product noise emission information will eventually lead to lower-noise products in the marketplace.  

In order for noise emission information to be useful and trustworthy to prospective purchasers, uniform 
methods of product noise measurement and declaration are necessary. 

NOTE 1  The term “machinery, equipment, and products” is used as a general term in this standard to denote any 
commercially available products that emit noise, including consumer products and household appliances, information 
technology products, industrial equipment, outdoor equipment and construction machinery, and other products.  

NOTE 2 The terms "declare," "state," "label," and "publish" may generally be used interchangeably to indicate the 
manner in which product noise levels are communicated to the public. In this Standard, the term "declare" is preferred 
and will be used primarily.  Note also that the term "label" does not necessarily imply a physical label; i.e., a product 
noise level may be "labelled" electronically. 

a) Measurement of noise emission

The ANSI S12.50 series specifies methods for determining the sound power levels of noise sources from 
sound pressure level measurements; ANSI S12.12 specifies methods for determining the sound power 
levels from sound intensity level measurements; ANSI/ASA S12.43 and ANSI/ASA S12.44 describe 
methods for determining emission sound pressure levels at specified positions in the vicinity of machinery 
and equipment.  Other standards in the form of test codes give procedures for the measurement of the 
noise emissions of particular types of machinery, equipment, and products which are based on these 
methods. The installations conditions and operating modes of the equipment under test invariably affect 
the measured noise emission levels and therefore are usually specified in the underlying test code.  

b) Determination of the noise emission values to be declared

ANSI S12.3 gives general methods for determining the noise emission values to declare (to “state,” “label,” 
or otherwise “publish”), with the primary noise emission quantity being the A-weighted sound power level. 
The specific methods in this Standard rely on the underlying statistical concepts in ANSI S12.3 but are 
based on declaring and verifying the mean value instead of a statistical upper limit. This Standard also 
includes the A-weighted emission sound pressure level as an optional quantity to declare, which is not 
included in ANSI S12.3.  

NOTE 3 It is recommended that the total standard deviation also be determined and declared along with the A-
weighted sound power level (see 5.3 and 5.4).  

NOTE 4  The term “emission sound pressure level” is not to be confused with the basic term “sound pressure level” 
that is used to describe noise immission in a room or space (i.e., the sound received by a person or sensed by a 
microphone). The former is a measure of the noise emission from a source and is determined in a controlled 
measurement environment according to prescribed procedures. 

c) Presentation of noise emission values

This standard describes the methods for the presentation of the noise emission information; that is, how to 
declare the noise emission values. The primary quantity to declare is the A-weighted sound power level, 
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preferably supplemented with the total standard deviation. Optionally, the A-weighted emission sound 
pressure level may also be declared, if applicable. 

d) Verification of declared noise emission values

ANSI S12.3 gives general procedures for the verification of declared noise emission values.   The specific 
verification procedures of this standard are consistent with ANSI S12.3 in that they employ the same 
principles and assumptions therein and adopt the recommended probability of acceptance (95%). 
However, the equations in this Standard are different because the verification procedures are applied to 
the mean and not to a statistical upper limit.    

Note that “acceptance” in the context of this Standard is not a judgement of product quality; it is merely a 
conclusion that the declared value is “reasonable” for the batch being declared. A noisy product (high noise 
emission value) is just as likely to be “accepted” as a quiet product (low noise emission value). 

Conformance requirements for this Standard are given in Clause 4, and requirements for the determination 
and presentation of the noise emission values to declare are given in Clauses 5 and 6.  Requirements on 
the verification of declared noise emission values are given in Clause 8. 
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American National Standard 

1 Scope 

This Standard specifies: 

• the noise emission values to be declared and the requirements for their presentation,

• product information that should accompany the declared noise emission values,

• the method for determining the mean A-weighted sound power level, 𝐿!",$, for a batch of
machines, equipment, or products,

• the method for optionally determining the mean A-weighted emission sound pressure level, 𝐿%",$,
for a batch of machines, equipment, or products

• the method for optionally determining the total standard deviation, 𝜎&, for the batch if this quantity
is to be declared (e.g., if required by a regulation, standard, or test code citing this Standard).

• the method for verifying the noise emission values that are declared by manufacturers and other
product suppliers.

This Standard is applicable to commercially available products that emit noise, including consumer products 
and household appliances, information technology products, industrial equipment, outdoor equipment and 
construction machinery, and other products. The term “machinery, equipment, and products” is used in this 
Standard to include all such products. In general, and at the time of its initial publication, this Standard does 
not apply to transportation vehicles (cars, motorcycles, trucks, trains, planes) or other moving equipment, 
but its Scope and requirements may be extended to such products if relevant test codes are developed and 
published that apply the methods of noise emission declaration and verification herein to such equipment 
and products. The uniform declaration methods in this Standard use, when required and unless otherwise 
specified in relevant test codes, noise emission data obtained in accordance with standards in the ANSI 
S12.5x series or ANSI S12.12 for determining the sound power levels of noise sources, and optionally 
ANSI/ASA S12.43 and ANSI/ASA S12.44 for determining emission sound pressure levels at specified 
positions. 

The basic noise emission value to be declared is the mean A-weighted sound power level, 𝐿!",$. This may 
optionally be supplemented by the mean A-weighted emission sound pressure level at the operator or 
bystander positions, 𝐿%",$. These declared values are arithmetic mean values based upon measurements 
on a random sample of units taken from a production batch or lot of the machinery, equipment, or products 
being declared. 

In addition to these noise emission quantities, the standard deviation of the noise emission values for the 
batch being declared is often needed (see Note 1 in Clause 5.4 for discussion.) It is therefore 
recommended, but left optional, that the total standard deviation (see 3.16) also be declared. 

The mean A-weighted sound power level for the batch of machines permits comparison of the noise 
emission levels between similar products and permits predictions of installation or work-place noise 
immission levels in spaces where such products are to be located. 




