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Foreword
		  Publishing information

This British Standard is published by BSI Standards Limited, under licence from The British 
Standards Institution, and came into effect on 31 July 2021. It was prepared by Technical Committee 
PRI/3, Textile floor coverings. A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained 
on request to the committee manager.

		  Supersession

This British Standard supersedes BS 5325:2001, which is withdrawn.

		  Information about this document

This is a full revision of the standard, and introduces the following principal changes:

•	 new/revised methods of installation;

•	 new/revised application products; and

•	 health and safety and legislative issues.

This revision has been drafted, where possible, to align with the format of BS 8203:2017 and also, 
where appropriate, uses the same wording so as not to cause any confusion or differences. This 
means that users who install both textile and resilient floor coverings can use both standards 
more easily.

This publication can be withdrawn, revised, partially superseded or superseded. Information 
regarding the status of this publication can be found in the Standards Catalogue on the BSI website at 
bsigroup.com/standards, or by contacting the Customer Services team.

Where websites and webpages have been cited, they are provided for ease of reference and are 
correct at the time of publication. The location of a webpage or website, or its contents, cannot 
be guaranteed.

		  Use of this document

As a code of practice, this British Standard takes the form of recommendations and guidance. It is not 
to be quoted as if it were a specification. Users are expected to ensure that claims of compliance are 
not misleading.

Users may substitute any of the recommendations in this British Standard with practices of 
equivalent or better outcome. Any user claiming compliance with this British Standard is expected to 
be able to justify any course of action that deviates from its recommendations.

		  Presentational conventions

The provisions of this standard are presented in roman (i.e. upright) type. Its recommendations are 
expressed in sentences in which the principal auxiliary verb is “should”.

Commentary, explanation and general informative material is presented in smaller italic type, and does 
not constitute a normative element.

Where words have alternative spellings, the preferred spelling of the Shorter Oxford English 
Dictionary is used (e.g. “organization” rather than “organisation”).
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The word “should” is used to express recommendations of this standard. The word “may” is used in 
the text to express permissibility, e.g. as an alternative to the primary recommendation of the clause. 
The word “can” is used to express possibility, e.g. a consequence of an action or an event.

Notes and commentaries are provided throughout the text of this standard. Notes give references 
and additional information that are important but do not form part of the recommendations. 
Commentaries give background information.

		  Contractual and legal considerations

This publication has been prepared in good faith, however no representation, warranty, assurance 
or undertaking (express or implied) is or will be made, and no responsibility or liability is or will 
be accepted by BSI in relation to the adequacy, accuracy, completeness or reasonableness of this 
publication. All and any such responsibility and liability is expressly disclaimed to the full extent 
permitted by the law.

This publication is provided as is, and is to be used at the recipient’s own risk.

The recipient is advised to consider seeking professional guidance with respect to its use of this 
publication.

This publication is not intended to constitute a contract. Users are responsible for its correct 
application.

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from legal obligations.
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	 1	 Scope
This British Standard gives recommendations for the installation of textile floor coverings in new or 
existing buildings. It covers the installation of all products composed of textile material with a pile or 
non‑pile use surface and includes the laying of modular carpet, e.g. tiles and planks. It details suitable 
methods of design and installation and advises on the selection of the materials required for their 
implementation.

This British Standard does not include advice on cleaning and maintenance but does include guidance 
on the decisions made at the design stage which assist cleaning and maintenance and enable the 
installation to give satisfactory service.

	 2	 Normative references
The following documents are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their 
content constitutes provisions of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited 
applies.1) For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any 
amendments) applies.

BS 7953, Entrance flooring systems – Selection, installation and maintenance

BS 8103‑3, Structural design of low-rise buildings – Part 3: Code of practice for timber floors and 
roofs for housing

BS 8204‑1, Screeds, bases and in situ floorings – Part 1: Concrete bases and cementitious levelling 
screeds to receive floorings – Code of practice

BS 8204‑5, Screeds, bases and in situ floorings – Part 5: Mastic asphalt underlays and wearing 
surfaces – Code of practice

BS 8204‑7, Screeds, bases and in-situ floorings – Part 7: Pumpable self-smoothing screeds – 
Code of practice

BS 8215, Code of practice for design and installation of damp-proof courses in masonry construction

BS 8300‑2, Design of an accessible and inclusive built environment – Part 2: Buildings – Code of practice

BS 9999, Fire safety in the design, management and use of buildings – Code of practice

BS EN 204:2016, Classification of thermoplastic wood adhesives for non-structural applications

BS EN 300, Oriented Strand Boards (OSB) – Definitions, classification and specifications

BS EN 312, Particleboards – Specifications

BS EN 313‑2, Plywood – Classification and terminology – Part 2: Terminology

BS EN 314‑2, Plywood – Bonding quality – Part 2: Requirements

BS EN 350, Durability of wood and wood-based products – Testing and classification of the durability to 
biological agents of wood and wood-based materials

BS EN 622‑2:2004, Fibreboards – Specifications – Part 2: Requirements for hardboards

BS EN 622‑3:2004, Fibreboards – Specifications – Part 3: Requirements for medium boards

BS EN 622‑5:2009, Fibreboards – Specifications – Part 5: Requirements for dry process boards (MDF)

BS EN 635‑2:1995, Plywood – Classification by surface appearance – Part 2: Hardwood

BS EN 636, Plywood – Specifications

1)	  Documents that are referred to solely in an informative manner are listed in the Bibliography.
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