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The Principles of
Standardization

In May 1995 the IPC’s Technical Activities Executive Committee (TAEC) adopted Principles of
Standardization as a guiding principle of IPC’s standardization efforts.

Standards Should:
• Show relationship to Design for Manufacturability

(DFM) and Design for the Environment (DFE)
• Minimize time to market
• Contain simple (simplified) language
• Just include spec information
• Focus on end product performance
• Include a feedback system on use and

problems for future improvement

Standards Should Not:
• Inhibit innovation
• Increase time-to-market
• Keep people out
• Increase cycle time
• Tell you how to make something
• Contain anything that cannot

be defended with data

Notice IPC Standards and Publications are designed to serve the public interest through eliminating mis-
understandings between manufacturers and purchasers, facilitating interchangeability and improve-
ment of products, and assisting the purchaser in selecting and obtaining with minimum delay the
proper product for his particular need. Existence of such Standards and Publications shall not in
any respect preclude any member or nonmember of IPC from manufacturing or selling products
not conforming to such Standards and Publication, nor shall the existence of such Standards and
Publications preclude their voluntary use by those other than IPC members, whether the standard
is to be used either domestically or internationally.

Recommended Standards and Publications are adopted by IPC without regard to whether their adop-
tion may involve patents on articles, materials, or processes. By such action, IPC does not assume
any liability to any patent owner, nor do they assume any obligation whatever to parties adopting
the Recommended Standard or Publication. Users are also wholly responsible for protecting them-
selves against all claims of liabilities for patent infringement.

IPC Position
Statement on
Specification
Revision Change

It is the position of IPC’s Technical Activities Executive Committee that the use and implementation
of IPC publications is voluntary and is part of a relationship entered into by customer and supplier.
When an IPC publication is updated and a new revision is published, it is the opinion of the TAEC
that the use of the new revision as part of an existing relationship is not automatic unless required
by the contract. The TAEC recommends the use of the latest revision. Adopted October 6, 1998

Why is there
a charge for
this document?

Your purchase of this document contributes to the ongoing development of new and updated indus-
try standards and publications. Standards allow manufacturers, customers, and suppliers to under-
stand one another better. Standards allow manufacturers greater efficiencies when they can set
up their processes to meet industry standards, allowing them to offer their customers lower costs.

IPC spends hundreds of thousands of dollars annually to support IPC’s volunteers in the standards
and publications development process. There are many rounds of drafts sent out for review and
the committees spend hundreds of hours in review and development. IPC’s staff attends and par-
ticipates in committee activities, typesets and circulates document drafts, and follows all necessary
procedures to qualify for ANSI approval.

IPC’s membership dues have been kept low to allow as many companies as possible to participate.
Therefore, the standards and publications revenue is necessary to complement dues revenue. The
price schedule offers a 50% discount to IPC members. If your company buys IPC standards and
publications, why not take advantage of this and the many other benefits of IPC membership as
well? For more information on membership in IPC, please visit www.ipc.org or call 847/597-2809.

Thank you for your continued support.
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Responsible Sourcing of Minerals Data Exchange Standard

1 SCOPE

This standard establishes the requirements for exchanging data between suppliers and their customers in regard to the
responsible sourcing of minerals. This standard originally addressed conflict minerals within the scope of the Dodd-Frank
Act in the US and now addresses global responsible minerals sourcing.

To meet the needs of a broad range of users, this standard provides flexibility in the scope of the products covered within a
single declaration.

This standard applies to business-to-business transactions. It is not intended to be used by the general public when making
purchasing decisions. This standard is not a compliance guide.

1.1 Purpose This standard is intended to benefit suppliers and their customers by providing consistency and efficiency to
the responsible sourcing of minerals data exchange declaration process. It establishes standard electronic data exchange for-
mats that will facilitate and improve data transfer along the entire global supply chain.

2 APPLICABLE DOCUMENTS

The following documents can be used as references to the extent specified herein. The revision of the document in effect at
the time of solicitation shall take precedence.

2.1 IPC1

2.1.1 IPC-T-50 Terms and Definitions for Interconnecting and Packaging Electronic Circuits

2.2 International Organization for Standardization (ISO)

2.2.1 3166-1 Codes for the representation of names of countries and their subdivisions – Part 1: Country codes

2.2.2 3166-2 Codes for the representation of names of countries and their subdivisions – Part 2: Country Subdivision
codes

2.3 Informative References

The following references are related to the standard but are not required for usage of the standard.

2.3.1 Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act (Section 1502)2 Section 1502 of the Dodd-Frank
Act requires that all companies that file reports with the SEC disclose their use of conflict minerals.

The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) is the agency responsible for developing and enforcing conflict min-
erals reporting rules under Section 1502.3 The SEC rules implementing Section 1502 are found in 17 CFR part 240 and
249b.

Note: Section 1502 of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act will be referred to in this standard
as Section 1502. The SEC rules implementing Section 1502 will be referred to in this standard as the SEC rules.

2.3.2 Regulation(EU) 2017/821 of the European Parliament and of the European Council of May 17, 20174 Laying
down supply chain due diligence for European Union (EU) importers of tin, tantalum and tungsten, their ores, and gold
originating from conflict-affected and high-risk areas.

2.3.3 Responsible Minerals Assurance Process (RMAP) Conformant Smelter List Responsible Minerals Assurance
Process (RMAP) Conformant Smelter List is a published list of smelters and refiners which have undergone assessment

1. http://www.ipc.org/ContentPage.aspx?Pageid=Standards
2. http://www.sec.gov/about/laws/wallstreetreform-cpa.pdf
3. http://www.sec.gov/news/press/2012/2012-163.htm
4. http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2017:130:FULL&from=EN

March 2020 IPC-1755A

1




